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A.21 SAFE OPERATION OF MOTOR VEHICLES 

23 U.S.C. part 402 

Executive Order No. 13043 

Executive Order No. 13513 

U.S. DOT Order No. 3902.10 

 

Applicability to Contracts 

The Safe Operation of Motor Vehicles requirements apply to all federally funded third party 

contracts.  In compliance with Federal Executive Order No. 13043, “Increasing Seat Belt Use in the 

United States,” April 16, 1997, 23 U.S.C. Section 402 note, FTA encourages each third party contractor to 

adopt and promote on-the-job seat belt use policies and programs for its employees and other 

personnel that operate company owned, rented, or personally operated vehicles, and to include this 

provision in each third party subcontract involving the project.  Additionally, recipients are required by 

FTA to include a Distracted Driving clause that addresses distracted driving, including text messaging in 

each of its third party agreements supported with Federal assistance.   

Flow Down Requirements 

The Safe Operation of Motor Vehicles requirements flow down to all third party contractors at 

every tier. 

Model Clause/Language  

There is no required language for the Safe Operation of Motor Vehicles clause.  Recipients can 

draw on the following language for inclusion in their federally funded procurements. 

 

Safe Operation of Motor Vehicles 

Seat Belt Use  

The Contractor is encouraged to adopt and promote on-the-job seat belt use policies and 

programs for its employees and other personnel that operate company-owned vehicles, company-
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rented vehicles, or personally operated vehicles. The terms “company-owned” and “company-leased” 

refer to vehicles owned or leased either by the Contractor or AGENCY. 

Distracted Driving 

The Contractor agrees to adopt and enforce workplace safety policies to decrease crashes 

caused by distracted drivers, including policies to ban text messaging while using an electronic device 

supplied by an employer, and driving a vehicle the driver owns or rents, a vehicle Contactor owns, 

leases, or rents, or a privately-owned vehicle when on official business in connection with the work 

performed under this agreement.  
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